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“For the distance is measured, and that is what matters.  By measuring the distance, we come 
home.”   Raymond Williams, Border Country, 1960 
 
I came to my office this morning to write my first column as President of the Southern Sociologi-
cal Society and was struck, not for the first time, by the oddity of my surroundings.  My current 
office is nestled in the American Studies program at Swansea University in Wales where I have 
spent the past four months teaching Welsh and English students about poverty in America.  The 
corridors surrounding my office are plastered with memorabilia, posters, and maps of the south-
ern United States; for the American Studies program at Swansea University is not really focused 
on America so much as it is focused on, (dare I say obsessed with?), the American South.  
Charleston, Savannah, Atlanta, Vicksburg, New Orleans, all greet me each morning as I struggle 
to find my office key.  Cassius Clay (the great Muhammad Ali), William Faulkner, and 2013 SSS 
Roll of Honor Awardee John Shelton Reed (!) peer over me as I fumble at the door.  The juxtapo-
sition of all of this makes me chuckle.  And the irony is not lost as I sit down to write to all of you 
from a very far, measured, distance… way across the pond.   
 
Less than a month ago we all came together in Atlanta and celebrated yet another, outstanding, 
SSS experience.  President and friend Don Tomaskovic-Devey, Vice President Bill Danaher, Lo-
cal Arrangements Chair Jim Ainsworth, Program Committee Chair Steve McDonald, and the en-
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tire Program Committee put on a splendid annual meeting.  The sessions, mini-conferences, and 
plenaries were all well attended and all intellectually stimulating.  David Brunsma (Executive 
Officer) and Slade Lellock (Assistant to the EO) worked like Trojans to ensure everything ran 
smoothly.  Jeff Will and the Committee on the Status of Students put on, once again, a brilliant 
student reception.  Atlanta was a resounding success. Well done everyone! 
 
I want to congratulate and welcome our newly elected officers and committee members of SSS:  
President-Elect David Maume (University of Cincinnati); Vice President-Elect John Reynolds 
(Florida State University); Executive Committee: James Maple (University of Tennessee-
Martin) and Elizabeth Stearns (University of North Carolina Charlotte); and Publications Com-
mittee: Kuji Ueno (Florida State University) and William Danaher (College of Charleston).  I 
look forward to working with each one of you in the days and months ahead.  
 
This is such an exciting time to be President of the Southern Sociological Society.  As you 
know, in Atlanta we celebrated the launch of Social Currents, the official journal of the South-
ern Sociological Society. We have two impressive inaugural editors, Toni Calasanti (Virginia 
Tech) and Vincent Roscigno (The Ohio State University), a strong contract with SAGE, and a 
first issue target date of July 2014! Our Publications Committee, chaired by Patricia Drentea 
(University of Alabama Birmingham) is reorganizing to take on the new responsibilities created 
by this exciting venture.  Thanks to all the SSS members who have worked incredibly hard to 
get us to this point and who brought this journal to fruition. We will celebrate our new journal 
and its first issue at our next conference!   
 
Speaking of which, I should like to turn your attention to activities for the year ahead and to 
Charlotte, North Carolina.  Thanks to a great contract negotiated by Charles Tolbert (Baylor 
University) and Beth Rubin (University of North Carolina Charlotte), we will be meeting at the 
newly renovated Charlotte Marriott City Center April 2-5, 2014.  Lisa Walker (University of 
North Carolina Charlotte), Local Arrangements Committee Chair, is already planning and orga-
nizing things on the ground.  Charlotte is a dynamic city with a vibrant downtown (which they 
call “Uptown”).  Look for Lisa’s article in this and the next issues of TSS describing what to 
see and explore while you are there.   
 
My focus this year is on building our capacity as a society.  I have appointed Denise Bissler 
(Randoph-Macon College) to Chair a Presidential Taskforce on Committees.  Denise, along 
with Cameron Lippard (Appalachian State University) and James Maples (University Tennes-
see-Martin) will work with committees to examine their mission and vision, to see what needs 
to be changed, tweaked or eliminated, and to help committees rethink their work and determine 
how their committees can best serve the broader mission and vision of SSS.  I have reached out 
to all our committee chairs and committee members to ask them to critically assess how they, 
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through their committee structure, can strengthen and buttress the work of SSS in the years to 
come.   
 
In Charlotte, on the 79th year of our society, we will revisit some of the very issues that the 
founders of SSS struggled with in the South: poverty, social policy, and the role of the sociolo-
gist.  In an era not that different from the early years of SSS, we are experiencing some of the 
highest poverty rates in our history and a profound intensification in economic, social, and po-
litical inequality.  What is our role as sociologists in addressing this issue? We have a long, 
solid tradition of excellent poverty scholarship: we have shifted our gaze from cultural explana-
tions to structural explanations, and recently brought culture back in.  We have examined the 
fallout of bad poverty policy, examined the lived experiences of poverty, social isolation, social 
exclusion, diminishing opportunity structure, and limited human, cultural, and social capitals.  
Yet there still remains an arena that as sociologists we are particularly weak, and this relates to 
policy and praxis. There are three interrelated areas that I want us to focus on in Charlotte.  The 
first, and perhaps the greatest, is the unresolved problem with the poverty measurement itself.  
We know it is flawed, yet we proceed with this caveat and continue its use.  Rather than accept-
ing a flawed poverty measure, why are we not at the forefront of recasting and reshaping meas-
urement? What can we do as social scientists? How can we influence and be the vanguard of 
policy change around measurement? We have scholars who are working at the state level to re-
dress this issue. What can we learn from their work and praxis?  Secondly, I am deeply con-
cerned about the current dismantling of the social safety net by state and local governments tak-
ing place throughout the country, particularly in the South.  The assault on Medicaid extension, 
Earned Income Tax Credits, unemployment benefits, emergency assistance, and state austerity 
programs has become routine.  How can sociology be at the forefront of informing state policy?  
How can we work with local and state governments to apply our body of sociological knowl-
edge to address local and state policy initiatives; how can we counter this assault on programs 
that are targeted to help low income, poor, working, and middle class families?  As someone 
who works on the ground, at the local level, it is becoming increasingly clear that targeting state 
and local policy and working with state and local governments is vital.  Lastly, who are the so-
ciologists working on anti-poverty projects and policy in the South and what can we learn from 
their experiences?  The founders of SSS exemplified this kind of scholarly engagement as they 
worked to address poverty in the South.  We need to highlight and celebrate this tradition and 
the work that is currently being done.  
 
With this framework in mind, here is some preliminary information on what we can expect in 
Charlotte in 2014.  Vice President Stephanie Moller is putting together a presidential plenary 
panel session on the critique of the poverty measure and how and why sociologists should be at 
the forefront in addressing its inadequacies.  David Jaffee (University of North Florida) is orga-
nizing a session on economic development projects in the South and the sociologists who in-
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form and carry-out those projects.  Tracy Ore (St. Cloud State University) will return to her na-
tive South to organize a mini-conference on the Sociology of Food that will examine myriad 
issues including labor, gender inequality, access, local food movements, food insecurity, food 
sovereignty—to name a few. President Earl Wright (University of Cincinnati) and President-
Elect Thomas Calhoun (Jackson State University) of the Association of Black Sociologists will 
be part of a presidential panel session focusing on the poverty scholarship of W.E.B. DuBois.  
And last, but certainly not least, I am delighted to announce that Aldon Morris (Northwestern 
University) will be our plenary speaker.  Our talented Program Committee for Charlotte 2014, 
chaired by Daniel Buffington (University of North Carolina Wilmington), is already working 
hard to ensure an intellectually rich program.  Many more details will appear in upcoming is-
sues of The Southern Sociologist. 
 
I am still thinking about that handful of days we had together in Atlanta last month.   More than 
one person said to me, “I always feel like I am coming home when I attend Southerns.”  Over 
the years I have served on leadership roles in many of our professional organizations and one 
thing stands out about SSS: we have a remarkable spirit about us.  One full of warmth and good
-will that I suppose makes people feel like they are, indeed, coming home.     
 
As I sit here in Wales, I reflect on my home: the US South.  I grew up playing on the hills of 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, and except for a long stint teaching at a university in South Africa, I 
have been deeply entrenched in the communities of the South, using sociology to inform and 
address pressing social issues.  Like so many of you, SSS has always been my intellectual 
home.  I have benefited and grown from the relationships and friendships that have developed 
over many years and that are nurtured by our common love of the region and SSS.  It is not sur-
prising that so many of our members scattered near and far still make the trek to our annual 
meetings, returning because of their connection to the South and the sense of community and 
belonging SSS provides us.   
 
I am deeply honored to be president of this fine society.  I look forward to working with you 
and seeing all of you at our 2014 conference home—Charlotte, North Carolina. 
 
Leslie Hossfeld 
Swansea, South West Wales 
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The 2013 Annual Meeting of the Southern Sociological Society had over 750 registrants,  a re-
cord for Atlanta.  The Hyatt Regency Atlanta provided a welcoming venue for the meeting.  
The Program Committee led by Chair Steve McDonald, North Carolina State University, pro-
duced a diverse and exciting program.  Donald Tomaskovic-Devey delivered his Presidential 
Address on “Relational Dynamics, Organizational Contexts, and Institution Glue,” which in-
clude several lighter slides to further entertain the audience.  The mini-conferences on  social 
psychology, social networks, and teaching generated considerable discussion. Additionally, ple-
nary speaker ASA President-elect Annette Lareau spoke on “The Search for a Good School: 
Class, Families, and the Reproduction of Inequality.” Several other informative sessions also 
focused on the meeting theme “Relational Inequality.”   

Spring 2013 SSS Meeting 

Don Tomaskovic-Devey  passes the symbols 
of “power” to new President Leslie Hossfeld.  

President Tomaskovic-Devey delivers 
his Presidential Address, “Relational 
Dynamics, Organizational Contexts, 

and Institution Glue.” 
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2013 SSS Awards 

 
Roll of Honor  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Distinguished Teaching Award 
 

John Shelton Reed is recognized for his 
addition to the Southern Sociological 
Society’s Roll of  Honor after receiving 
the award from James Wright, Chair of 
the Committee on Honors. 

Rebecca Bach receives the Distinguished 
Teaching Award. 
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2013 SSS Awards 

 
Katherine Jocher-Belle Boone Beard 

Award  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Martin L. Levin Distinguished Service 
Award 

Karen Campbell displays the  
Katherine Jocher-Belle Boone Beard Award. 

Bob  Freymeyer  receives the Martin L. Levin 
Distinguished Service Award. 



The Southern Sociologist                                           Page 8                                                        Summer 2013 

 

 

Odum Student Paper Awards 

Undergraduate Award 

The Graduate Odum Award is presented to Anne 
Kronberg of Emory for her paper “Stay or 
Leave? Externalization of Job Mobility and the 
Effect on the U.S. Gender Earnings Gap, 1979-
2009.”  

Cara Wagner of Furman University, 
Greenville, South Carolina, receives the 
Undergraduate Odum Award for her paper 
“The Gendered Nature of Food."  

Graduate Award 
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Walter Gove and Kenneth Land  
to be Added to the Roll of Honor 

 
The greatest recognition given by the Southern Sociological Society is an appointment to the 
Roll of Honor. This award recognizes a career of distinguished intellectual contribution to soci-
ology. Awardees must be members of the Southern Sociological Society (or made significant 
contributions to Sociology while a member of SSS) and have made stellar contributions to the 
discipline across their career.  Walter Gove, Professor Emeritus of Sociology at Vanderbilt 
University, and Kenneth Land, John Franklin Crowell Professor of Sociology at Duke Univer-
sity, will be added to the Roll of Honor in 2014. 

 
 
 

The Martin L. Levin Distinguished  
Service Award to be Presented to 

Stephanie Bohon  
 
The Martin L. Levin Distinguished Service Award honors outstanding service to the Southern 
Sociological Society. This honor recognizes those members who have made exemplary contri-
butions to the Southern Sociological Society through direct service over a lifetime or significant 
portion of their professional careers. Their contributions should have been vital in fulfilling the 
Society’s mission and sustaining its annual meetings. Their record may include serving in major 
fiduciary and organizational leadership roles, either as an officer or chair/member of commit-
tees, or as a program chair, session organizer, discussant, etc.; or it may involve providing lead-
ership for innovative changes in the organization and functioning of the Society, in building the 
Society’s membership, or in other ways. Recipients of this award are expected to have been 
members of the Society for a considerable portion of their careers. The 2014 Martin L. Levin 
Distinguished Service Award will be presented to Stephanie Bohon, University of Tennessee. 
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David Maume to Receive  
Katherine Jocher-Belle Boone 

Beard Award  
 
The Katherine Jocher-Belle Boone Beard Award recognizes distinguished schol-
arly contributions to the understanding of gender and society. The award honors a 
single work, several pieces of work, or a significant career of professional achieve-
ments. David Maume, University of Cincinnati, will receive this award in 2014.  

(Continued from page 9)  

Charlotte in 
2014 

Lisa Walker 
Chair, Local Arrangements Committee 

 
If you haven't been to Charlotte since the last 
time SSS met here, you are in for a treat. Up-
town Charlotte has so many new cultural and 
entertainment venues that you won't be able to 
visit them all. Recently, the Levine Center for the Arts opened, and it is now home to the 
Bechtler Museum of Modern Art, the Mint Museum of Art, the Harvey B. Gantt Center for Af-
rican-American Arts + Culture, and the Knight Theater. The EpiCentre is an open-air entertain-
ment center which contains over three dozen bars, clubs, restaurants, and entertainment outlets, 
including Strike City for a modern bowling experience. The NASCAR Hall of Fame and Mu-
seum is a great place to visit—even if you are not a race fan. The presence of Johnson & Wales 
(Culinary) University means that Uptown is full of amazing restaurants, including several with 
a farm-to-table format. The newly unveiled Liberty Walk (download the app now!) provides a 
peek into Charlotte's early history. Charlotte is also home to a booming craft beer culture. For 
more on what to do in Charlotte, check out www.charlottesgotalot.com. 

http://www.charlottesgotalot.com
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Creating the New Journal  
Social Currents 

Patricia Drentea (Chair) and 
the Publications Committee 

 
We were excited to roll out the announcement of the official journal of the Southern Sociologi-
cal Society at the recent annual meetings in Atlanta. Lots of swag (pens, buttons, stickers, etc.) 
and plenty of discussions in hallways, receptions, and area restaurants helped to bubble up the 
excitement for the new journal. Indeed, the new journal is exciting. This article is about the 
process of creating the new journal Social Currents. 
 
Selection of Publisher 
The SSS Executive Committee and the Publications Committee Chair had a historic off-site 
meeting in Charlotte, North Carolina, in October 2012 to discuss moving the new journal for-
ward.  This group considered several publishers and, based on the quality of contracts, nar-
rowed down the choices to either Sage Publications or Elsevier.  During this October 2012 
meeting, the executive committee voted unanimously to work with Sage, and the contract with 
Sage was finalized in February 2013.  We launched the name, Social Currents, at the April 
2013 meetings with much swag and ceremony.   
 
Selection of Name 
The process of choosing the name was iterative: Members suggested names using an online 
program called “Allourideas.org.” This names generator program is an iterative program that 
presents paired choices and allows people to make continuous votes between titles/phrases, un-
til the program generates the final best matches. As of February 28, 2013, there were 1937 votes 
on 21 different ideas.  Two final titles, Sociological Currents and Social Currents, were consid-
ered by the Executive Committee along with the Publications Committee Chair.  After discus-
sion, Social Currents won the vote.   
 
Editor Selection  
During the summer of 2012, the Publication Committee members were given a list, by Assistant 
Executive Officer Slade Lellock, of colleges and universities that send scholars to the annual 
SSS meetings.  Because SSS leadership had worked very hard to develop a journal that would 

(Continued on page 12) 
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truly be “of” the Southern Sociological 
Society, they had a deep commitment 
to ensuring that the editor(s) would be 
active participants in the Society.  From 
that list of schools, we developed a list 
of potential editors, using criteria that 
included the quality of research, partici-
pation, relationship with the Southerns, 
and other editorial or administrative 
experience.  We listed about 30 poten-
tial editors.  Publications Committee 
members divided the list, and each 
member wrote to several people in-
forming them that their name came up 
as a potential editor and inviting them 
to apply.  This process generated con-
siderable interest.  We also posted a 
call for editors in mid-December 2012 
on the SSS website, sent an announce-
ment on the SSS listserve, and re-
minded the membership again in late 
February 2013 via listserve.  Finally, 
we placed the call in the Winter 2012 
edition of The Southern Sociologist 
(TSS).   
 
These advertisements sparked serious interest from several individuals, with some of them 
dropping out due to issues relating to lack of institutional support and/or bad timing in their per-
sonal/professional life.  On March 25, the Publications Committee held a conference call, with 
seven of the nine members participating, and discussed the pros and cons of the applications, 
ultimately sending our recommendation to Executive Committee.  Executive Committee voted 
to appoint the inaugural co-editors Toni Calasanti and Vinnie Roscigno to the new journal. 

 
Editorial Board Selection 
The Editorial Board member selection of Social Currents is now underway.  The Editorial 
Board will be diverse, with 50% of the members from the Southern Sociological Society mem-
bership.  Once the co-editors make their recommendations, the Publications Committee will 
review the list for diversity, and then send their comments back to the co-editors.   
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SSS Executive Committee Decides on Revised  
and Expanded Structures for Membership Dues  

and Conference Registration Fees 
David L. Brunsma, SSS Executive Officer  

 
The Executive Committee of the Southern Sociological Society approved important new initia-
tives and incentive structures for annual membership dues as well as conference registration. 
These changes will occur on July 1, 2013, for the coming 2013-2014 membership year and will 
also be in effect for the upcoming annual meeting in Charlotte, North Carolina (April 2-5, 
2014). These changes are in line with other regional sociological associations, will generate 
more income for the Society, and will streamline the conference registration process and the 
production of the final program for annual meetings. 
 
Membership Categories: Old and New  
SSS has had the following membership categories for quite some time: Regular ($60), Student 
($25), Associate ($58, membership with no journal), Emeritus (free), and NonMember (no an-
nual dues, $100 for conference registration). Executive Committee voted to eliminate the Asso-
ciate category due to the fact that all members will get Social Currents and historically only a 
handful of SSS members in any given year were Associate Members.  
 
SSS will now offer two new membership categories in addition to the continuing ones: Sustain-
ing and Departmental. A Sustaining membership is for those members of the SSS who can af-
ford to pay more than the cost of a Regular membership. The SSS membership has always been 
very generous with their donations over and above their dues and registration fees—Executive 
Committee expects this generosity will continue. Such a membership should also be able to be 
charged to members’ grant accounts. A Sustaining membership in SSS will be $120 and will be 
acknowledged publicly each year with a designation on all Sustaining members’ conference 
badges at the annual meeting. Executive Committee hopes you will consider becoming a Sus-
taining member. 
 
Another exciting initiative is that SSS will now offer Department memberships. Your institu-
tion can now become a Department Member of SSS at the following rates (dependent upon 
your institution type): 1) $150 for PhD-granting institutions; 2) $100 for MA-granting institu-
tions; and 3) $50 for BA/AA-granting institutions. Such memberships, like all SSS member-
ships last from July 1st through June 30th. Departments who choose this membership will be 

(Continued on page 14) 
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listed in the annual meeting program, the department will receive Social Currents to display for 
their faculty and students in their front office, and all undergraduate students who come from 
that Department and present will have their annual membership dues waived (undergraduate 
conference registration fees will still be required). Executive Committee hopes your department 
will consider becoming a Department Member of SSS in the upcoming year. 
 
In conclusion, SSS now has the following individual membership categories: Sustaining ($120), 
Regular ($60), Student ($25), Emeritus (free), and NonMember (no annual dues, $100 for con-
ference registration). The Society also now has Department Memberships available. As a re-
minder, the membership year runs from July 1st through June 30th. 
 
Conference Registration: Pre Registration and On Site Registration 
A significant proportion of SSS members and conference attendees register on site every year. 
This action creates a series of challenges: from program construction to monitoring the hotel 
room block, from creating a smooth registration experience to conducting the work of crafting 
reasonable budgets, from ordering tote bags to making sound decisions on how much food to 
order at the Presidential Reception. Executive Committee has decided to build in incentives for 
our members to Pre Register for the annual meeting. 
 
Starting with  the 2014 annual meeting, a cut-off date will be set a month before each annual 
meeting. Those SSS members who Pre Register on or before this cut-off date will pay the usual 
fees for conference registration ($60 for Regular, $30 for Student, $100 for Non-member, free 
for Emeriti). Those who register after this cut-off date will be considered On Site Registration. 
The rates for those On Site Registrations are as follows: $75 for Regular, $40 for Student, and 
$140 for Non-member. Thus, for the upcoming meeting in Charlotte, North Carolina (April 2-5, 
2014), the cut-off date will be March 3, 2014. Those who register for the conference before or 
on this date will pay the Pre Registration rates, those who register after this date will pay On 
Site Registration rates.  
 

(Continued from page 13) 

Send your comments, suggestions, 
or materials for The Southern Soci-
ologist to the editor Bob Freymeyer 
rhfreym@presby.edu. 
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James N. Maples 
The University of Tennessee at Martin 

jmaple11@utm.edu  
 

Committee on Sociology in Community and Small Colleges 
Nicholas Guittar, Chair, University of South Carolina- Lancaster 

Jeannie Haubert, Winthrop University 
Sandra Weissinger, Southern University of New Orleans 
James N. Maples, The University of Tennessee at Martin 

Kimberly Lancaster, Coastal Carolina Community College  
Susan Ambler, Maryville College 

 
Work of the Committee 

 
The committee again hosted the Teaching Sociology Mini-Conference at the 76th annual meet-
ing of the Southern Sociological Society in Atlanta.  The mini-conference was a great success 
and each session was well-attended.  This year’s mini-conference sessions included presenta-
tions on teaching stratification, utilizing technology in the classroom, and transformative learn-
ing.  CSCSC would like to thank Sociologists for Women in Society-South for co-sponsoring 
the session on teaching stratification. 
 
CSCSC also held its annual networking dinner at Max Lagers in Atlanta on Thursday, April 25.  
Our dinner provides an opportunity for members to reach out to faculty and graduate students 
who are working (or interested in working) at small and community colleges. It also provides 
members a chance to discuss pedagogical tools and tips for the classroom. For the fourth con-
secutive year, our dinner had approximately 20 attendees.  We look forward to holding this 
event again in Charlotte at next year’s conference.  
 
The new membership year brings several changes to CSCSC.  Nick Guittar (University of 
South Carolina-Lancaster) is the new committee chair.  The committee would like to thank out-
going chair, Christine Wernet (University of South Carolina Aiken) and outgoing committee 
member Sandra Godwin (Georgia College and State University) for their dedication and service 

(Continued on page 16) 
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to the Society.  The committee also adds two new 
members: Susan Ambler (Maryville College) and 
Kimberly Lancaster (Coastal Carolina Community 
College).  Additionally, James Maples (The Univer-
sity of Tennessee at Martin) will begin editing “The 
Teaching Corner.”   
 
This will be an exciting year for the committee as 

we prepare for the Teaching Sociology Mini Conference in Charlotte.  We will also be working 
with Alpha Kappa Delta (AKD) to plan special teaching-based sessions at the conference.  Stay 
tuned to “The Teaching Corner” for updates as we prepare for Charlotte!  If you have sugges-
tions for CSCSC, please contact our chair, Nick Guittar, at nguittar@mailbox.sc.edu.  
 

Teaching Essay 
Bringing Food into the Classroom 

Carmel E. Price (Furman University) 
 

As an environmental sociologist, I am increasingly doing research on food.  I also believe in the 
teacher-scholar model and have accordingly made a pedagogical discovery (albeit a very obvi-
ous, mundane discovery): students relate to food!  What follows in this “Teaching Corner” es-
say are some ideas for bringing food into your classroom. I’m not delineating how to replicate 
my sociology of food course; I’m specifically addressing ways to integrate food into introduc-
tory level sociology courses. For example, I talk about asparagus when giving my “What is So-
ciology: Everything is Sociology” lecture, I use obesity to talk about structure and agency, and I 
talk about tofu and portion sizes when teaching West and Zimmerman’s 1987 “Doing Gender” 
article. I hope you find inspiration (and resources) abundant in the following food-based mod-
ules. 
 
Module 1: Obituaries, food, and identity  
I begin this particular lesson by asking students to take a few minutes to write out their own 
obituary, but with one important twist: I ask students to write their food obituary.  I encourage 
students to describe their life through food with no specific rules or requirements in mind. Some 
students use food purely as metaphors and similes. For example, “the world was her oyster” or 
“he was sweet as honey but could sting like a habanero.” Other students literally write about 
themselves through the foods they eat and their food-related activities.  For example, “she was a 
creature of comfort; her favorite foods were macaroni and cheese, hotdogs, and ice-cream” or 
“he relished in the simple and rustic elegance of food such as homemade breads and jams, 
roasted fresh vegetables, and sweet summer fruit.” I am always overwhelmingly impressed with 
the varied ways students talk about themselves using food.  The point is to illustrate that food is 
an undeniably powerful marker of personal identity. We are what we eat, literally and figura-
tively.  Food can also be easily associated with national and regional identities, as well as racial, 

(Continued from page 15) 
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ethnic, class, gender, and religious identities (see 
Food & Society: Principles and Paradoxes by 
Guptill, Copelton, and Lucal, 2013).  
 
I discuss how food, especially the identities associ-
ated with particular foods and food-related behav-
iors, can reinforce hierarchies and structural ine-
qualities.  This past semester, my students read the 

original, unedited version of Yvonne Brill’s New York Times Obituary (published March 30, 
2013). Brill was a pioneering female rocket scientist in the 1940s.  Her obituary talks about how 
she was not allowed to major in engineering because the field camps could not (or would not) 
accommodate females.  The controversy surrounding her New York Times obituary, however, 
comes in the first sentences: “She made a mean beef stroganoff, followed her husband from job 
to job, and took eight years off from work to raise three children. ‘The world’s best mom,’ her 
son Matthew said.”  Massive public outcry over the gendered reference to cooking beef strogan-
off immediately followed the publication of Brill’s obituary. This led the New York Times to 
publish a revised obituary seven hours after the first that read: “She was a brilliant rocket scien-
tist who followed her husband from job to job…” (for the different versions of Brill’s obituary 
see: http://www.newsdiffs.org/article-history/www.nytimes.com/2013/03/31/science/space/
yvonne-brill-rocket-scientist-dies-at-88.html).  
 
Using this obituary, I engage the students in a conversation about what it means to be identified 
by your job (a more traditional obituary topic) and how this might be different from being iden-
tified by the food you eat or your food-related activities (e.g., food preparation, cooking, or 
serving). I ask students to consider how these identity markers are shaped by gender, class, race, 
and other stratification systems.  I find it very beneficial to connect the students’ food obituaries 
to the food reference in Brill’s obituary. Students discuss if they would be offended by a food 
reference in their obituary and to what degree their answer is a reflection of their social position 
in society (see “Moral Overtones of Food: Judgments of Others Based on What They Eat” by 
Stein and Nemeroff, Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 1995).  

 
I am also able to talk to students about a plethora of sociologists and sociological concepts (and 
assign readings accordingly) based on the idea of food as a symbol of identity. Some example 
theorists include George Herbert Mead and Erving Goffman, and related concepts include sym-
bolic interactionism, social interaction, impression management, the presentation of self, and 
doing gender.  I also use discussion questions to prompt class conversation: do you eat differ-
ently in your front stage than you do in your back stage?  Do you order different foods if you 
are on a first date than if you’re dinning out with your family or friends? (For research on these 
specific questions see “Eating Lightly and the Self-presentation of Femininity” by Mori, 
Chaiken, and Pliner, Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 1987 and “Impact of Group 

(Continued from page 16) 
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Settings and Gender on Meals Purchased by Col-
lege Students” by Allen-O’Donnell, Cottingham, 
Nowak, and Snyder, Journal of Applied Social Psy-
chology, 2011.)   
 
Module 2: Food and gender  
There are many directions to take the topic of food 
and gender.  Possibilities include gender differences 

in eating, food labor, and dieting; gender differences in cooking professionally versus cooking 
domestically; the gendered nature of farming and gardening; and food movements as gendered 
movements (contact me for a lengthy reference list on gender and food).  One of my favorite 
topics is the intersection of food, gender, and media. My inspiration for this topic is heavily 
rooted in Adams’ book The Sexual Politics of Meat: A Feminist-Vegetarian Critical Theory 
(1990).   
 
I begin my lecture by showing students a slide-show of images that Adams has collected, which 
visually represent the sexual politics of meat (the images are located at http://
www.caroljadams.com). The images are very profound and typically prompt a lively discussion 
among the students.  For example, an advertisement for chicken wings has a caption that reads 
“Nibble on these!” placed over an image that strongly suggests the caption is referring to a 
woman’s breasts.  Next, I show my students a Hummer commercial via YouTube that depicts a 
man buying tofu and vegetables and then purchasing a new vehicle, a Hummer, to restore bal-
ance back to his masculinity. (The video can be found at http://youtu.be/lL4ZkYPLN38; see 
also “Beasts, Burgers, and Hummers: Meat and the Crisis of Masculinity in Contemporary 
Television Advertisements” by Rogers, Environmental Communication, 2008).  I then have my 
students scrounge the internet and magazines for gendered advertisements of food.  I ask stu-
dents to bring what they find to class.  Soon, we have a very large sample of videos and print 
advertisements to view and discuss.  For example, one of my students found an advertisement 
for Reddi-wip depicting a peach wearing makeup and fishnet stockings poll dancing on a spoon.  
My student cleverly noted that the sexual politics of meat as discussed by Adams has been ex-
tended to include other food items (this research eventually led to her senior thesis topic and the 
2013 SSS Odum Undergraduate Paper Award).  In addition, every semester students discover 
the gendered and sexual nature of both Super Bowl commercials and Hardee’s commercials.  
 
This content analysis of print and digital media allows for several discussion, such as an intro-
duction to the sociological study of media and culture, and more specifically sexualized media 
and the implications for girls, women, and gender-based violence (although a discussion of gen-
der-based violence should be much more complex than sexualized media, but it is a good place 
to start).  Another direction is discussing the health implications of people and the environment.  
The food guide pyramid (now the food plate—see Food Politics: How the Food Industry Influ-
ences Nutrition and Health by Marion Nestle, 2007) is not gendered, yet the foods we eat and 

(Continued from page 17) 
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food related behaviors are gendered. Rogers 
(2005) notes that “scholars interested in environ-
mental movements must pay attention to the role 
of masculinity in resisting moves toward sustain-
ability.”  A sophisticated discussion of the implica-
tions for a feminist vegetarian culture that exists 
alongside a masculine meat culture makes for fun 
times in the classroom!  

 
I hope that this small tasting of food related teaching ideas has increased your appetite for 
bringing food into the classroom.  For more information, feedback, or discussion please do con-
tact me at carmel.price2967@furman.edu or 864.294.3697.  Bon Appétit! 
 
 
 

Faculty Spotlight 
 

Carmel E. Price is an ACS Postdoctoral Fellow of Sustainability at 
Furman University.  Her area of expertise is gender and environ-
ment.  She has a particular interest in creating meaningful learning 
experiences for her students.  Her focus on pedagogy is rooted in her 
undergraduate training at the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill School of Education.  She is the recipient of several distin-
guished teaching awards and is currently working on the submission 
of three journal articles focused on undergraduate teaching and as-
sessment.  She holds a Ph.D. in (environmental) sociology from the 
University of Tennessee at Knoxville and a MSW from Tulane Uni-
versity in New Orleans, Louisiana.    
 
 
 

(Continued from page 18) 
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2013 
Carolina Undergraduate  

Social Science Symposium 
 
 

The 2013 Carolina Undergraduate Social Science Symposium was hosted by Newberry College 
on April 12-13.  Approximately 75 students and faculty from colleges and universities through-
out the region participated in this annual event. 
 

 

Rebecca Settle (left), Presbyterian College, won the Dr. Joel Thayer Paper Award for 
the best paper in the student paper competition for “Does Money Truly Buy Happiness? 
A Study of 157 Countries’ Level of Happiness and Contributing Factors.”  The first 
place poster award went to Chelsea Taylor (right), Newberry College, for her poster on 
“Individual Differences in Working Memory Capacity Leading to Differences in Task.”  
Kendia Mitchell received the second place poster award for her work on “Beauty or 
Brains.” 
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CALL FOR PAPERS 
Utopia in the Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences 

February 28—March 2, 2014 
Dahlonega, Georgia 

From early ideas of a perfect human condition to a more modern conception of technological or 
social nirvana, visions of utopia have permeated our histories. Their genesis is often in response 
to social and political struggle or is a reaction to imperfect reality. They are commentaries on 
the aspirations of our predecessors and present dreamers for the potential that lives within us 
all. This interdisciplinary conference seeks to examine how human experience and culture has 
impacted our idea of utopia in the present, in times and places past, and in the future. 
 
What do these visions of utopia tell us about ourselves? How have they been conceived during 
centuries past, and how have they changed? How has our conception of utopia propelled us and 
shaped our intellectual activity and creative output? How does it impact what we do today, and 
what we envision for the future? 
 
The idea of utopia raises interesting interpretive questions about all of the arts and humanities. 
These questions are investigations into the nature of humankind. They reflect our curiosity 
about ourselves, and about our place in the whole human enterprise. 
 
We welcome contributors from all disciplines and on a wide range of topics. Possible themes 
might include: 

▪ Utopia and creativity   ▪ Social utopia 
▪ Utopia and revolution   ▪ Creating the Garden of Eden 
▪ Utopia and dystopia   ▪ The price of utopia 
▪ Utopia and human rights  ▪ Utopia in human psychology 
▪ Anthropocentrism and utopia  ▪ Utopia in ecology 
▪ Utopia in the creative arts 

 
A selection of contributions to the conference will be published in a peer-reviewed, edited vol-
ume by University of North Georgia Press. Faculty, graduate students, and independent scholars 
are welcome. Please submit an abstract of 200 – 300 words and a brief biography 
to rjohnston@northgeorgia.edu by August 1, 2013. 

Rebecca R. Johnston, Department of Music 
University of North Georgia 

82 College Circle  
Dahlonega, Georgia 30597 

Opportunities 

mailto:rjohnston@northgeorgia.edu
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The 2013 Annual Meeting of the Southern Demographic Association (SDA)  will be 
held October 23-25, 2013, at the Renaissance Montgomery Hotel & Spa at the Con-
vention Center in Montgomery, Alabama. Potential contributors are encouraged to 
send abstracts for individual research papers and posters, as well as proposals for 
complete paper and poster sessions, thematic sessions, panel discussions, and soft-
ware demonstrations. Presentations of research in both applied and academic de-
mography, sociology, economics, political science, public health, epidemiology, ge-
ography and psychology are welcome. 
  
The SDA also awards the Everett S. Lee Outstanding Graduate Student Paper Award 
(http://sdademography.org/sda_lee_award.php) and an outstanding undergraduate 
paper award (http://sdademography.org/sda_undergrad_award.php). In addition, the 
Walt Terrie Award is given to recognize the best paper presented at the SDA Meet-
ing on an applied topic, especially one relating to state and local demography (http://
sda-demography.org/sda_terrie_award.php). 
  
All submissions must be made by July 1, 2013, through the SDA website (http://
s d a d e m o g r a p h y . o r g / S D A 2 0 1 3 . p h p ) .  P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  R o n a l d 
Cossman: Ronald.Cossman@ssrc.msstate.edu, program chair, with any questions 
regarding a potential submission. 

Southern Demographic Association  
Call for Papers 

 

http://sdademography.org/sda_lee_award.php
http://sdademography.org/sda_undergrad_award.php
http://sda-demography.org/sda_terrie_award.php
http://sda-demography.org/sda_terrie_award.php
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Executive Committee (elected and appointed)  
President:  Leslie Hossfeld, University of North Carolina-Wilmington 

(hossfeldl@uncw.edu)  
Vice President:  Stephanie Moller, University of North Carolina-Charlotte 

(smoller@uncc.edu)  
President-elect:  David Maume, University of Cincinnati 
   (david.maume@uc.edu) 
Vice President-elect:  John Reynolds, Florida State University 
   (john.reynolds@fsu.edu) 
Executive Officer:  David L. Brunsma, Virginia Tech  

(brunsmad@vt.edu)  
Recording Secretary:  Stephanie A. Bohon, University of Tennessee-Knoxville  

(sbohon@utk.edu)  
Past President:   Donald Tomaskovic-Devey, University of Massachusetts-Amherst  

(tomaskovic-devey@soc.umass.edu)  
Past-Past President: Beth A. Rubin, University of North Carolina-Charlotte  

(barubin@uncc.edu)  
Past-Past-Past President: Vincent J. Roscigno, The Ohio State University  

(roscigno.1@osu.edu)  
  

Executive Committee Members 
2013-2016:  James N. Maples, University of Tennessee-Martin 
   (jmaple11@utm.edu) 
   Elizabeth Stearns, University of North Carolina-Charlotte 
   (mestearn@uncc.edu) 
2012-2015:   Toni Calasanti, Virginia Tech  

(toni@vt.edu)  
Shannon Davis, George Mason University  
(sdaviso@gmu.edu)  

2011-2014:   Shelia R. Cotten, University of Alabama-Birmingham  
(cotten@uab.edu)  
Linda Renzulli, University of Georgia  
(renzulli@uga.edu)   

  

 
(Continued on page 24) 

Southern Sociological Society Committees 
2013-2014 

mailto:hossfeldl@uncw.edu
mailto:smoller@uncc.edu
mailto:david.maume@uc.edu
mailto:john.reynolds@fsu.edu
mailto:brunsmad@vt.edu
mailto:sbohon@utk.edu
mailto:tomaskovic-devey@soc.umass.edu
mailto:barubin@uncc.edu
mailto:roscigno.1@osu.edu
mailto:jmaple11@utm.edu
mailto:mestearn@uncc.edu
mailto:toni@vt.edu
mailto:sdaviso@gmu.edu
mailto:cotten@uab.edu
mailto:renzulli@uga.edu


The Southern Sociologist                                           Page 24                                                        Summer 2013 

 

 
Publications Committee (elected—three years) 
Chair:  Patricia Drentea, University of Alabama, 2015 (pdrentea@uab.edu) 
Koji Ueno, Florida State University, 2016 (kueno@fsu.edu) 
William Danaher, College of Charleston, 2016 (danaherw@cofc.edu) 
Steve McDonald, North Carolina State University, 2014 (steve_mcdonald@ncsu.edu) 
Beth A. Rubin, Past-Past President, University of North Carolina-Charlotte, 2014  
(barubin@uncc.edu) 
Ex-officio:   
Robert Freymeyer, Editor, The Southern Sociologist, Presbyterian College
(rhfreym@presby.edu)  
David L. Brunsma, SSS Executive Officer, Virginia Tech (brunsmad@vt.edu)  
J. Slade Lellock, Webmaster, Virginia Tech (jsl@vt.edu)  
 
Program Committee (appointed—one year) 
Chair:  Daniel Buffington, University of North Carolina-Wilmington (buffington@uncw.edu) 
Graduate Assistant:  Kristen Godwin, University of North Carolina-Wilmington
(kac3842@uncw.edu) 
Katie Acosta, Tulane University (kacosta1@tulane.edu) 
William Cockerham, University Alabama-Birmingham (wcocker@uab.edu) 
Shannon Davis, George Mason University (sdaviso@gmu.edu) 
Nicholas Dempsey, Eckard College (ndempsey@gmail.com) 
Kristen DeVall, University of North Carolina-Wilmington (Devallk@uncw.edu) 
Naadiya Hasan, Guilford College (hasann@guilford.edu) 
Mike Hughes, Virginia Tech University (mdh@vt.edu) 
Yunus Kaya, University of North Carolina-Wilmington (kayak@uncw.edu) 
Kyle Longest, Furman University (kyle.longest@furman.edu) 
Stephanie McClure, Georgia College and State University (Stephanie.mcclure@gcsu.edu) 
Jennifer McMahon-Howard, Kennesaw State University (mjcmaho7@kennesaw.edu) 
Debarashmi Mitra, Delta State University (dmitra@deltastate.edu) 
Michelle Petrie, University of South Carolina Aiken (michellep@usca.edu) 
Thomas Ratliff, Tennessee Tech University Thomas.n.ratliff@gmail.ecom 
Jeremy Reynolds, University of Georgia (jeremyr@uga.edu) 
Zandria Robinson, University of Memphis (zandria.robinson@memphis.edu) 
Vaughn Schmutz, University North Carolina-Charlotte (vschmutz@uncc.edu) 
Will Tyson, University South Florida (wtyson@usf.edu) 
Casey Welch, Flagler College (cwelch@flagler.edu) 
Idee Winfield, College of Charleston (winfieldi@cofc.edu) 
Adia Harvey Wingfield, Georgia State University (aharvey@gsu.edu) 
 

(Continued from page 23) 
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Local Arrangements (appointed—one year) 
Chair:  Lisa Walker, University of North Carolina-Charlotte (lisa.walker@uncc.edu) 
Vaughn Schmutz, University of North Carolina-Charlotte (vschmutz@uncc.edu) 
Scott Fitzgerald, University of North Carolina-Charlotte (sfitzger@uncc.edu) 
Julie McLaughlin Schmidt, Queens University of Charlotte (mclaughlinj@queens.edu) 
  

Finance Committee (appointed—six years)  
Chair: David L. Brunsma, Executive Officer, Virginia Tech (brunsmad@vt.edu) 
Leslie Hossfeld, President, University of North Carolina-Wilmington (hossfeld1@uncw.edu) 
David Maume, President-elect, University of Cincinnati (david.maume@uc.edu) 
Charlie Brody, University of North Carolina-Charlotte, 2018 (cbrody@uncc.edu) 
Jeremy Reynolds, University of Georgia, 2016 (jreynolds@uga.edu) 
Lesley Williams-Reid, Georgia State University, 2014 (lesleyreid@gsu.edu) 
  

Nominations Committee (appointed—three years)  
Chair: Stephanie Moller, Vice President, University of North Carolina-Charlotte 
(smoller@uncc.edu) 
Kecia Johnson, SUNY-Albany, 2016 (kjohnson@albany.edu) 
William Tyson, University of South Florida, 2016 (wtyson@usf.edu) 
Angela Wadsworth, University of North Carolina-Wilmington, 2016 (wadswortha@uncw.edu) 
Amy Chasteen Miller, University of Southern Mississippi, 2015 (amy.chasteen@usm.edu) 
Patricia Warren, Florida State University, 2015 (pwarren836@comcast.net) 
James Witte, George Mason University, 2015 (jwitte@gmu.edu) 
Beth Davidson, Appalachian State University, 2014 (davisonb@appstate.edu) 
Yang Cao, University of North Carolina-Charlotte, 2014 (yangcao@uncc.edu) 
Don Reitzes, Georgia State University, 2014 (socdcr@langate.gsu.edu) 
  

Election Committee (appointed—five years)  
Chair, Stephanie A. Bohon, Recording Secretary, University of Tennessee-Knoxville
(sbohon@utk.edu) 
David L. Brunsma, Executive Officer, Virginia Tech (brunsmad@vt.edu) 
J. Slade Lellock, Webmaster, Virginia Tech (jsl@vt.edu) 
  

Committee on Honors (appointed—three years)   
Chair: James D. Wright, University of Central Florida, 2014 (james.wright@ucf.edu) 
Stephen McNamee, University of North Carolina-Wilmington, 2016 (mcnamee@uncw.edu) 
Hugh Floyd, Samford University, 2016 (hhfloyd@samford.edu) 
Kenneth Andrews, University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, 2015 (kta@unc.edu) 
Hernan Ramirez, Florida State University, 2015 (hramirez@fsu.edu) 
Roslyn Mickelson, University of North Carolina-Charlotte, 2014 (rmicklsn@uncc.edu) 
Dennis R. McSeveney, University of New Orleans, 2014 (dmcseven@uno.edu) 
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Site Selection Committee (elected and appointed—four years)  
Chair: Beth Rubin, University of North Carolina-Charlotte (barubin@uncc.edu) 
Site Selection Officers: 
Dennis McSeveney, University of New Orleans (dmcseven@uno.edu) 
Charles Tolbert, Baylor University (charlie_tolbert@baylor.edu) 
David Maume, University of Cincinnati (david.maume@uc.edu) 
Leslie Hossfeld, University of North Carolina-Wilmington (hossfeldl@uncw.edu) 
Donald Tomaskovic-Devey, University of Massachusetts-Amherst (tomaskovic-
devey@soc.umass.edu) 
Vincent J. Roscigno, The Ohio State University (roscigno.1@osu.edu) 
  
Committee on Racial and Ethnic Minorities (appointed—three years)  
Chair: Cameron Lippard, Appalachian State University, 2014 (clippard@appstate.edu) 
Hephzibah Strmic-Pawl, College of Charleston, 2016 (strmicpawlhv@cofc.edu)  
Sancha Medwinter, Duke University, 2016 (sld28@socduke.edu) 
J. Scott Carter, University of Central Florida, 2015 (carter@mail.ucf.edu) 
Bruce Wade, Spelman College, 2015 (bwade@spelman.edu) 
Matthew Hughey, Mississippi State University, 2014 (matthewhughey@gmail.com) 
Bob Edwards, East Carolina University, 2014 (edwardsr@mail.ecu.edu) 
Milton Vickerman, University of Virginia, 2014 (mv8dg@virginia.edu) 
  
Committee on Professions (appointed—three years)  
Chair: Rebecca Bach, Duke University, 2015 (rbach@soc.duke.edu) 
Diane Levy, University of North Carolina-Wilmington, 2016 (levyd@uncw.edu) 
Paul Luebke, University of North Carolina-Greensboro, 2015 (paul.luebke@ncleg.net) 
Joan Manley, Florida Gulf Coast University-Fort Meyers, 2014 (jmanley@fgcu.edu) 
Maxine Thompson, North Carolina State University, 2014 (maxine_thompson@ncsu.edu) 
Marc Dixon, Dartmouth College, 2014 (marc.d.dixon@dartmouth.edu) 
  
Committee on Sociological Practice (appointed—three years)  
Chair:  E. Brooke Kelly, University of North Carolina-Pembroke, 2015 
(brooke.kelly@uncp.edu) 
Josh Tuttle, George Mason University, 2016 (jtuttle2@masonlive.gmu.edu) 
Julia Waity, Indiana University, 2016 (jwaity@indiana.edu) 
Frank Samson, University of Miami, 2015 (flsamson@miami.edu) 
Shelia Cotton, University of Alabama-Birmingham, 2014 (cotton@uab.edu) 
Ye Luo, Clemson University, 2014 (yel@clemson.edu) 
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Committee on Sociology in Community and Small Colleges (appointed—three years)  
Chair: Nicholas Guittar, University of South Carolina-Lancaster, 2015 
(nguittar@mailbox.sc.edu) 
Editor, The Teaching Corner:  James N. Maples, University of Tennessee-Martin, 2015 
(jmaple11@utm.edu) 
Susan Ambler, Maryville College, 2016, (susan.ambler@maryvillecollege.edu) 
Kimberly Lancaster, Coastal Carolina Community College, 2016
(lancasterk@coastalcarolina.edu) 
Jennie Weil, Winthrop University, 2014 (hyatts@winthrop.edu) 
Sandra Weissinger, Southern University of New Orleans, 2014 (sweissinger@suno.edu) 
  

Membership Committee (appointed—three years)  
Chair:  Anthony Greene, College of Charleston, 2015 (greenead@cofc.edu) 
Jean-Anne Sutherland, University of North Carolina-Wilmington, 2016 
(sutherlandja@uncw.edu) 
Susan Pearce, East Carolina University, 2016 (pearces@ecu.edu) 
Adrienne Milner, University of Alabama-Birmingham, 2015 (anmilner@comcast.net) 
Denise Cobb, Southern Illinois University, 2014 (pcobb@siue.edu) 
Amy Donley, University of Central Florida, 2014 (adonley@mail.ucf.edu) 
  

Committee on the Status of Students (appointed—three years)  
Chair: Jeffrey Will, University of North Florida, 2015 (jwill@unf.edu) 
Abigail Reiter, George Mason University, 2016 (areiter12@gmail.com) 
Purna Mohanty, Paine College, 2014 (pmohanty@paine.edu) 
Nicole Carr, University of South Alabama, 2014 (ntcarr@jaguar1.usouthal.edu) 
  
Committee on the Status of Women (appointed—three years)  
Chair: Julie Wiest, High Point University, 2015 (jwiest@highpoint.edu) 
Marni Brown, Georgia Gwinett College, 2016 (mbrown30@ggc.edu) 
Christy Flatt, Gordon State University, 2016 (cflatt@gordonstate.edu)  
Lakshmi Jayaram, University of South Florida, 2015 (lakshmi3786@gmail.com) 
Heather Downs, Jacksonville University, 2014 (hdowns@ju.edu) 
Catherine Zimmer, University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, 2014 (cathy_zimmer@unc.edu) 
  

Development Committee (ad-hoc)  
Chair: Stephanie Moller, University of North Carolina-Charlotte (smoller@uncc.edu) 
Angela O’Rand, Duke University (aorand@soc.duke.edu) 
Vincent J. Roscigno, The Ohio State University (roscigno.1@osu.edu) 
Beth A. Rubin, University of North Carolina-Charlotte (barubin@uncc.edu) 

(Continued from page 26) 
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Disaster Relief Committee (ad-hoc)  
Chair: David L. Brunsma, Virginia Tech (brunsmad@vt.edu) 
Dana Greene, North Carolina State University (dmgreene@nccu.edu) 
DeMond Miller, Rowan University (millerd@rowan.edu) 
J. Steven Picou, University of South Alabama (spicou@usamail.usouthal.edu) 
  
Presidential Task Force on Committees 
Chair:  Denise Bissler, Randolph Macon College (dbissler@rmc.edu) 
James N. Maples, University of Tennessee-Martin (jmaple11@utm.edu) 
Cameron Lippard, Appalachian State University (clippard@appstate.edu) 
  
Assistant Executive Officer (appointed—five years) 
J. Slade Lellock, Virginia Tech (jsl@vt.edu) 
  
Archivist (appointed—indefinite term)  
James Hougland, University of Kentucky (jghoug2@email.uky.edu) 
  
Electronics Communication Coordinator (appointed—five years)  
J. Slade Lellock, Webmaster, Virginia Tech (jsl@vt.edu) 
  
Audio-Visual Coordinator (appointed—indefinite term)  
Pending 
  
Consortium of Social Science Associations (COSSA) Liasion (appointed— indefinite term)  
H. B. “Keo” Cavalcanti, James Madison University (cavalchb@jmu.edu) 
  
Organizational Liaison (appointed—indefinite term)  
Kirsten Dellinger, University of Mississippi (kdelling@olemiss.edu) 
  
Exhibits Coordinator (appointed—indefinite term)  
Pending 
  
Parliamentarian (appointed—indefinite term)  
Thomas C. Hood, University of Tennessee-Knoxville (tomhood@utk.edu)   

(Continued from page 27) 
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Women Pioneers of the Louisiana 
Environmental Movement 

Peggy Frankland with Susan Tucker 
University Press of Mississippi 

 
 
Women Pioneers of the Louisiana Environmental Movement 
provides a window to better understand the significance of the 
thirty-eight passionate and concerned individuals who led a 
grassroots movement in a socially conservative state. The book 
is a compilation of oral history narratives in which women activ-
ists share their motivation, struggles, accomplishments, and hard
-won wisdom.  
 
Peggy Tucker, along with Susan Tucker, sheds light on Louisi-
ana and American social and political history, as well as the national environmental movement 
in which women often emerged to speak for human rights, decent health care, and environ-
mental protection. By illuminating a crucial period in Louisiana history, the women tell how 
“environmentalism” emerged within a state already struggling with the challenges of integrating 
the dual effects of the civil rights movement and the growing oil boom. 
 
Frankland, an environmental activist herself since 1982, allows the women’s interviews to pro-
vide a clear picture of how their smallest actions impacted their communities, their families, 
and their way of life. Some experiences were frightening, some were demeaning, and many 
women were deeply affected by the individual persecution, ridicule, and scorn their activities 
brought to their lives. But their shared victories reveal to the reader the positive influence their 
activism had on the lives of their loved ones and fellow citizens within their local communities. 
 
Women Pioneers of the Louisiana Environmental Movement also features additional inter-
views with nine men, all leaders who worked with, or against the women, thus providing more 
insight into this rich—and also gendered—history. A concluding chapter addresses the move-
ment in Louisiana from the vantage of the present day. 
 
PEGGY FRANKLAND has served environmentalism in many capacities, notably as president of 
Calcasieu League for Environmental Action Now (CLEAN) in Lake Charles. SUSAN TUCKER 
is curator of books and records at the Newcomb College Center for Research on Women at Tu-
lane University. She is the author of Telling Memories among Southern Women. 
 
More information about Women Pioneers of the Louisiana Environmental Movement avail-
able at http://www.upress.state.ms.us/books/1559. 

http://www.upress.state.ms.us/books/1559
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THE SOUTHERN SOCIOLOGICAL  
SOCIETY 

http://www.southernsociologicalsociety.org/ 
 

The Southern Sociological Society (SSS) is a non-
profit organization that seeks to promote the develop-
ment of sociology as a profession and scientific disci-
pline by the maintenance of high academic profes-
sional and ethical standards and by encouraging: 
(a) effective teaching of sociology;  
(b) valid and reliable methods of research in the 

study of human society; 
(c)  diffusion of sociological knowledge and its appli-

cation to societal problems; 
(d)  cooperation with related disciplines and groups; 
(e)   recruitment and training of sociologists; and 
(f) development of sociology programs in educational 

and other agencies. 
 
Members receive online access to The Southern Soci-
ologist and coming soon will have access to  Social 
Currents: The Official Journal of the Southern Socio-
logical Society. An annual meeting is held in the 
spring, usually mid-April. Membership is open to any 
person who can assist in promoting the objectives of 

the society. Persons wishing to join SSS may send 
dues directly to the Executive Officer. Please include 
your first middle and last name, address, phone num-
ber, where employed, and gender. For statistical pur-
poses, we also ask you to include your race and/or 
ethnic group and three areas of specialty.  
 
The membership year is July 1 through June 30. 
Membership classes and annual dues are: 
Sustaining……………………………………...120.00 
Regular ................................................................60.00 
Emeritus…………………................................ no cost 
Student ................................................................25.00 
Department…..varied depending upon institution type 
 
Dues, subscriptions, membership inquiries and ad-
dress changes should be addressed to: 
Dr. David L. Brunsma 
Executive Officer  
Southern Sociological Society  
560 McBryde Hall (0137)  
Blacksburg, VA 24061  
 
To pay online go to 
https://www.cart.southernsociologicalsociety.org/ 

THE SOUTHERN SOCIOLOGIST 
 

Editor 
Robert H. Freymeyer 

Department of Sociology 
Presbyterian College 
Clinton, SC 29325 

864-833-8359 
fax 864-938-3769 

mailto: rhfreym@presby.edu 
 
The Southern Sociologist (TSS) is the official publi-
cation of the Southern Sociological Society. It is typi-
cally published electronically four times a year in the 
months of May, September, January, and March.  The 
purpose of TSS is to report the news, announcements, 
and information of interest to the profession and to 
serve as a medium of communication for the SSS 
membership on issues affecting the profession. 

INFORMATION WANTED. . .CONTRIBUTE 
TO TSS 
To bring you the news, I need your news! Please send 
any news of your department and/or colleagues  for 
possible publication in TSS. Articles pertaining to the 
state of the profession or the discipline are also wel-
come. To appear in the next issue, submissions must 
be received by the deadline below. 
 
In addition to news and other information, I am also 
interested in any thoughts you may wish to suggest 
regarding the format and/or content of TSS.  
 
TSS 
The editor reserves the right to publish or not to pub-
lish any submission. Also, there may be times when 
submissions need to be edited. This will be done 
where appropriate, but in no case will the substance 
of any submission be changed without the prior con-
sent of the author. 

Next Issue Deadline: August 15, 2013 

http://www.southernsociologicalsociety.org/
https://www.cart.southernsociologicalsociety.org/
mailto:rhfreym@presby.edu
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